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House File 124 - Introduced

HOUSE FILE 124
BY SHIPLEY

A BILL FOR

An Act relating to expenses incurred in relation to certain
legal matters concerning a child under the jurisdiction of

the juvenile court.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 232.29, subsection 4, Code 2023, is
amended to read as follows:

4., An informal adjustment agreement regarding a child who
has been placed in detention under section 232.22, subsection
1, paragraph “¢g”, may include a provision that the child
voluntarily participate in a batterers’ treatment program under

section 708.2B. A district department, as defined in section

708.2B, shall not assess fees for participation in a batterers’

treatment program against a child’s parent, gqguardian, or

custodian if the child voluntarily participates in such a

program pursuant to this subsection.

Sec. 2. Section 232.141, subsection 1, Code 2023, is amended
to read as follows:
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heard;—the Juvenile court expenses shall be a charge upon the

county in which the proceedings are held, and a court may shall

not order the a parent to pay all or part of the costs of the
a child’s care, examination, treatment, legal expenses, or
other expenses. Aneorder—enteredunderthis seectiondoes—net
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https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/2023/232.141.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/2023/232.141.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/2023/624.23.pdf
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EXPLANATION

The inclusion of this explanation does not constitute agreement with
the explanation’s substance by the members of the general assembly.

This bill relates to expenses incurred in relation to
certain legal matters concerning a child under the jurisdiction
of the juvenile court.

The bill prohibits a court from assessing fees for
participation in a batterers’ treatment program against
a child’s parent, guardian, or custodian if that child
voluntarily participates in a batterers’ treatment program
pursuant to the disposition of a complaint against a child who
enters into an informal adjustment for a delinquent act which
would constitute domestic or sexual abuse or domestic abuse
assault if committed by an adult.

The bill makes a county responsible for juvenile court
expenses relating to a child if the juvenile court proceedings
took place in that county and prohibits a court from ordering
a parent to pay all or part of the costs of the care,
examination, treatment, legal expenses, or other expenses for a

child subject to juvenile court proceedings.
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